Your Turn Minilesson #1:
Finding the Point of Your Story
The Other Side

Hook: Read aloud The Other Side by Jacqueline VWWoodson. This book shows the small
acts of resistance that everyone can take to lower (and hopefully eventually break
down) the fences that divide us. After reading, ask students what topic this book
might be about (ie, friendship, kindness, etc).

Purpose: Writers, today we are going to think about big ideas we call thermes or
fopics to help us write the inside story — what you kKnow and can bring to a text,
what you care about and want to zoom in on. Even though many books like The
Other Side may be about friendship, they all tell a different story and have a
different message or point.

Brainstorm: As a whole group, direct students to "turn and talk’ with a partner to
generate as many themes or topics for writing a story as they can think of. Some
topics might be pets, family, friends, or places. Sorme themes might include love,
cooperation, self-discovery, loss, or courage. Have students make a list of themes or
topics in their writer's notebooks after they have had a chance to discuss with a
partner.

Model: With The Other Side as a model, determine the message or point and record
on chart paper. Examples of points the class might come up with are:

< Anyone can make a difference in the world.

@ |f Yyou look around, You notice that there is still a lot of work to do in the
world.

< Reaching out and being someone's friend can help make the world a more
inclusive place.

% Just because something has "always been that way," doesn't mean it has to
continue o be that way forever.

% “Someda\/ somebodys going to come along and knock this old fence down’
(last page of The Other Side).

% Young people can change the world each day through their seemingly simple
acts of resistance.

Create a new chart with your own personal experiences (finding a new friend, dealing
with the loss of a friend, staying in touch with a faraway friend). Choose one of the
points or messages and orally model creating a story. For example, My story is going



to be about the time | lost my best friend. Her name was Katie and we had been
best friends for many vears, even through being at different schools, and it seermed
like we would a/ways be best friends. But then one day/ made a new friend, who
Katie did not like at all Slow/y, Katie began to stop asking me to hang out with her,
until we hadn't even talked for a very, very long time. It made me rea//y sad to lose
the best friend | had known for so long, but in the end it was okay because we grew
as individuals through the experience

Shared/Guided: Have students go to their notebooks and continue to add points or
messages 10 the ones they created as a class, based on their own experiences. Share
with whole group. Ask students to suggest one fopic and pick a point that the whole
class could write or orally plan a story around.

Independent Writing: Ask students to begin an enTry based on one of the suggested
topics or themes with a specific point.

Reflection:
% How did you choose your topic or therme?
* What did you include in your story to help get your point across to your
reader?
< Why is the point important to the story?
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